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CHAPTER VIIL
There was no answer, and Rob's
beart sank again. Torrevo was in the
plot against him, too, and had simply
come to satlsfy himself that Rob was
in his deadly prison,

After a short time—perhaps fifteen
minutes—when Rob had given up all
hope,he heard n greater noise outside.

“Now!” he hear Torrevo say in a

volce of command. “All together."”
There cams to Rob the sounds of
men grunting as If straining at an
affort, and suddenly the stone rolled
away, lotting in a flood of dayllght.
There stood Torreyo and a hall dozen
of the men from the “Black Cat”
whom he had brouglht to move the
rock—a job too great for one man to
accomplish.
“My jewell My jewel!" excialmed
‘Porrevo, In an extravagance of ecs-
4agy, grasping Rob and hugging him.
“You did that well! You did that
well! By the saints, you did that
walll"

This was a sudden change agalin.
Rob wondered what kind of o man
Torrevo was to brutally strike him
one hour and hug him and call bim a
Jewel the next.

“1 don't understand!” he said.
didn’t think you were my friend."
“Not your friend! Indeed, what do
you call the man who lets you out of
that place?”

“Yes, but that rope’s end!"
Captain Torrevo burst into & bois-
terous laugh.

“Oh, that! Why, didn’t you under-
stand? If I had treated you with
kindness Elvin would have asked
questions. And, when Starne came [
clubbed you well, so that you would
not ralse your face for him to see it.
Ho! We did it well! But for that
we would both be dead now.”

“Did they miss me?" asked Rob,
“No, thank me for that, too. I
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of my age just because his son hates
me 7"

“Oaptaln Elvin will kill anybody he
wants to get rid of, He is the most
suspected and the most feared of all
men Iin Buenos Ayres. But he ls so
crafty that the government cannol
eatch him."

“But you! Why do you stick to a
man llke that?"

“Oh! 1! Because it is to my ad-
vantnge., You see, young senor, we
are not all in favor of this govern-
ment of ours, I did something once
that brought me in disfavor, I was
to be shot, I escaped, with tke help
of Blvin, and turned—well, 1 became
the captain of the ‘Black Cat.” Richard
Elvin owns me body and soul. Now,
you know why I am afraid to Jet him
know I saved your life”

“But of course the danger Is over
how,” said Rob. “You can take me to
Buenos Ayres and let me find my un-
cle. Then your danger will end.”

Captain Torrevo looked at Bob with
wide-open eyes. It was as if he
thought Rob had taken leave of his
senses,

“Take vou to Buenos Avres! Take
you to Buenos Ayres! What! Why,
my danger would just begin. Asg long
as 1 can keep you here with me and
make Elvin think you are my nephew,
1 am eafe. But once let you to get to
Buenos Ayres, and Elvin would have
my life in an hour."

“But I would not tell that you sav-
ed me."

Torrevo shook his head.

“No, no. It will not do,” he sald.
“You must give that up, You are one
of the crew of ‘El Gato Negro' now.
You must so remaln, What! It is
not & bad Iife. You see the world.
We live on the best, What more do
you want?"

“] want to reach my uncle.”

Torrevo turned on him savagely.
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NO MERCY IN THE SCOWLING FACH.
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cursed you and said I had sent you
on board the schooner, They went
away, and I sot sall for the mouth of
the river. Then, when they had time
to get far away, I came back, I knew
where to find you. Oh! You are wise
enough. But come on boavd. You
must be hungry."

#[ am starving.”
" Torrevo led the way back to the
river, where the boat from the “Black
Cat” was walting. They were soon
on board, and a substantial meal was
at once set before Rob, who did full
justice to it. Captain Torrevo sat near
him smoking while he ate. ;

“I tell you, it was o close shave,”
gaiG the captain. “When I saw the

" young man I thought it was all up.

But I clubbed you well, did I not?"

«f ghould say so,” said Rob, shrug-
ging his shoulders, which still ached
from the drubbing. “But what Is the
meaning of it all?”

“The meaning of it—the meaning of
my part of it is this: For some reason
or other, Starne wanted you to dia.
It he or Eilvin knew I saved your life
elther one would kill you and me.
They stop at nothing. I don’t know
why Starne wanted to kill you, but I
&now enough not to let him kill me.”

“Who are these men?"

“Well, Elvin—Richard Eivin, the
eaptain—is the chief of the Independ-
ents. That iz a party opposed to ev-
erything in the present government.
e Is the boss of the smugglers, is
rich, lives in Buenos Ayres, and Is
constantly conspiring in some Way
against the government, as well as

" getting richer In every way he can.

fThe secret of his wishing your death
must be connected with your relation-
to Horton."

“But who 18 Lemue] Starne ™

“He lsn't Lemuel Starne at all Ha
#a Lemuel Elvin, the captain’s son.”

*“Hut he hates me.”

“Perbaps not. He may simply want
to get you out of his way."
. =Byt how can { be In his way?”

«] gen't kmow, I am not in thelr

“See here!" he sald in a tone that
could not be mistaken, "1 am mnot
quite so bad as Elvin ar as Starne.
1 saved you twice. But if you think
I am going to run my head in a noose
to take you to your uncle, you are
mistaken, You stay here, do you un-
derstand? Obey me and you will get
alodg, But try to play me false and
I will kil you before Elvin has a
chance to kill me."

Rob looked at him appealingly.
There was no mercy in the dark and
now scowling countenance. He stroll-
ed on deck and gave sundry orders.
The dark crew sprang to work, the
anchor was ralsed, and salls spread.
The “Black Cat" headed down the
river,

“Where are we going? Where are
you taking me?" asked Rob, who had
followed Torrevo on deck.

“To Rio de Janeiro,” sald Torrevo,
calmly, '‘We go to get another cargo
of rum and tobacco."

Rob stood helplesaly, with beating
heart, sorrowfully watching the wave-s*
made by the "Black Cat" as she gath-
ered headway.

Was he never to find his nncle? Was
he naver to see his dear mother again?
Weas he to live and die a prisoner
among these outlawa?

There was no answer to his frantic
thoughts.

He was on his way to Brazil. What
disas®ers might not befall him before
he ever saw Buenos Ayres, or even
New York, fmln-—l(, indeed, he ever
saw either?

“Go get some sleep” sald Torrevo,
now losing his severe manner. “You
need sleep; go get IL”

Rob dld mot dare disobey even so
simple a command. So he went to
his cabin, and on the comfortable bed
sobbed himself to slecp once more,

CHAPTER IX.

The journey to Brazil lasted about
two weeks, and passed without any
poteworthy lncldent. Of course Rob
was sorrowful over bhis gloomy pros-

but he was wise enough to hide
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pests,
his feelings when Captain Torrevo was
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near him, and not to maks any at-
tempts to escape. Indead, there was
no posalbility of escape, Rob might,
it he felt so Inclined, Jump overboard,
but they were far out at sea, and to
commit 8o foolhardy an act was slm-
ply to leap to kis death. Bo Rob bid-
ed his time, took things ns easlly as
he could, and walted till the schooner
ghould have refurned to Argentina to
try and reach his unele,

In truth, Roh's condition on board
the “Black Cat,” after that one burst
of passion from Torrevo, was not hard,
The captain exacted no arduous tasks
from him, He was well fed, and had
he been there willingly he would have
found much to enjoy in the novel situ-
ation.

The swarthy crew treated him with
a friendliness born of their fear of Tor-
revo, and their respect for Torrevo's
friends,

80, by the time the “Black Cat"
came to her anchorage at an obscure
gpot near the wharfage at Rio de Ja-
nelro, Rob was in a tranqull state of
mind.

It was evident that Torrevo had
made this trip many times before. He
knew all the ropes, and no sooner had
the schooner made anchor than he was
ashore visiting his old cronies and ar-
ranging for a fresh cargo to be carrled
to the cave on La Plata,

On shipboard Torrevo drank co-
plously, but was never under the influ-
ence of the liguor he drank. But Rob
found that when free from the neces-
sity of malntaining discipline among
hig crew he gave free license to his
appetite, Thus It happened that when
the fresh cargo was ready to come
aboard, Capt. Torrevo was hopelessly
and maudlin drunk. He staggered to
where Rob stood on deck, carrylng a
blank paper in his hand.

“See here, boy,” he suaid, striving to
maintain his equilibrium and speaking
thickly, “I can't do this. Old Elvin
demands a full tally. He's no fool,
Elvin, See, his people here are not to
be trusted, And he don't trust mo.
You'll have to do this."

“What is there to do, captain?”
asked Rob, somewhat afraid of the
blackeyed drunkard.

“Why, you fool! Mark down whatl
comes aboard. See, now?"
I'll do that. You go to
bed."

“That's a good boy," sald Torrevo.

With {mplicit confidence in the
young American he went to his cabin.

Rob procured a pen and ink from
the captain's room and, taking a con-
venient position on deck, making a
table of a square chest, he carefully
jotted down in a clear, firm hand each
article as It was brought on board and
jowered into the hold. There were
bales of tobacco and bales of silk.
There were casks of rum and hundreds
of bottles of wine., Thera were more
rifles and more ammunition—enough,
Rob thought, for an army. All these,
in proper order, and with each separate
quantity specified, Rob noted in his
tally.

This took all of two days, By the
time the loading was finished Torrevo
had glept off his drunkenness and the
“Black Cat" set sail again for the
gouth,

Rob bad done a simple act, but It
was destined to have great influence on
his future, as also upon Torrevo's,
Had Torrevo foreseen the result of
that spree he wonld undoulitedly have
restrained himself and remadined so-
ber.

At last, after three weaks' voyaging,
the “Black Cat” reached her anchorage
{n the little bay. One of the crew was
gent ~ashore by Torrevo, and Rob
learned that this method was used to
notify Captain Elvin when the “Black
Cat” arrived with a contrabunil cargo.
In # few hours the tall, usly English-
man reached the plnce on horseback,
and was followed by the same gang of
swarthy laborers Rob had seen before.
Rob was In constant fear lest Lemuel
Starne—or Lemuel Elvin—should also
¢ome and recognize him., But the
younger man never came there uniess
on urgent business with his father, and
Rob was safe this time,

(To be continued.)
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The Spectacie Hablt

“It is o singular and grotesque fact,”
sald an eye specialist of New Orleans
to a Times-Democrat man, “that a
great many unedueated people get into
the spectacle habit without any need
whStever for wearing glasses. Take
for Instance, a man whose eyes be-
come a little inflamed from exposure
to the sun or some other cause. His
sight is all right, and what he really
needs I8 a soothing lotion of some
sort to allay the irritation of the
membrane. Very frequently, how-
ever, he will imagine that he requires
a pair of spectacles, and will buy them
at the cheapest place he can find
without the slightest regard to the
suitability of the lenses. In nine cases
out of ten it is almost impossible for
him to see through the things, but
he will wear them as much as he can,
belleving that his eyes are being bene-
fited. Such instances are astonishing-
ly common among the poorer classes,
and the peddlers who go through the
country districts always carry several
dozen cheap ‘specs’ in their packs.
They find a ready sale. [ have had
geveral country people come to me for
treatment who were wearing giasses
that contained only one lens, They
would explain that they took the other
one out so they could see to get
around, When they wers fitted with
proper lenmes they were very much
surprised to find they could see better
through them than with their natursl
eyes. The wearing of spectacles In

HIGHPRICEOF PAFER. - paohle R

TARIFF TAX ON WOOD PULP A
COSTLY ONE.

May Compel Subscribers to Pay AMore
for Thelr Country Newspaper — The
Cry for Tts Instant Meponl in Very
Loud—Faper Truat Holbery.

There are very conclusgive rensons
why the present tariff tax on wood
pulp and printing paper ghonld be re-
pealed, and there 15 no reason in the
intereat of Amerlean industry that
pleads for the continuance of these
taxes. They are now simply an ele-
ment of robbery under color of law,
and they should be effaced from our
statutes.

The paper trust Is now taxing the
newspaper and book publishers of the
country many millions, not becanse of
any such actual increase in the cost of
producing paper, but because the trust
has the power to extort from Lhe pur-
chasers of paper up to the extent that
wotld make tariff-taxed forelgn paper
and pulp cheaper than the prices de-
manded here, This trust has played its
scheme of extortion to the uttermost,
and congress should at once remove
the tax that protects no Amerlean In-
dustry and that has become only an
agent to rob the consumers,

Two-thirds of the wood pulp used in
the manufacture of paper for American
consumption should come from Can-
ada, but it Is excluded by a tariff tax,
and we are now rushing headlong in
the destruction of our forests, while
Canada, with ita almost limitless sup-
ply of timber, cannot reach our mar-
kets because of the tax Imposzed Dby
the tariff,

The two conclusive reasons which
ghould make congress act promptly are
—first, that the paper trust should be
at once halted in its rapid destruction
of our American forests by the admis-
gion of free wood pulp from Canada;
and, second, that the present extortion
practiced by the paper trust upon pub-
lishers of newspapers and books shall
cease to have the protectlon of the gov-
ernment,

The time has come when any trust
that makes arbitrary profits by tarift
dutles must cease to be protected by
the government, Where American in-
dustry needs protection it s reason-
able to permit It, but where alleged
protection is used only for systematic
robbery, it must be overthrown.

We can now manufacture paper as
cheaply as any country In the world.
There 15 no excuge whatever for a tax
upon the manufactured articles, and
the raw material should be free, not
only because the general principle I8
correct, but becanse if it shall not be
done promptly our forests wlll be prac-
tieally destroyed within a few years by
tariff taxes excluding the lumber of
Canada from our markets.

Paper and pulp must be made frao
of nll taxes.as the paper trust has dem-
onstrated that these taxes serve only a
gingle purpose—that is to invite rob-
bety under color of law.—Philadelphia
Times,
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A Hard Raimp.

“It rains a great deal in the Puget
sound country,” sald the man from
that section, “and 1 heard of a funny
incldent not long ago about it. Somad
chap had come from the Missippl val-
‘ey to tuke up his residence at What-
som., ¢n Bellingham bay, where thers
gre vory high tides. When the boat
landed him at the end of the long pler
extending over the tide flats the water
was low and the new man didn't notice
anvthing but a wide streteh af sand
between the boat and the town. It
wis in the evening about dark and was
raining, and he went to the liotel on
the front street and stayed there, going
to bed without having gone out for a
wall. The next morning when he got
up he looked out and the tide was in,
the water coming up close to the hotell
He gazed at the widespread waters for
an instant, and, throwing up his hands
in astonishment, he excluimed, 'Gee
whiz, but it must have rained hard
last might!” Then he hurried down
etaire to the office to find out if there
was any danger from the flood, and the
clerk smiled four or flve times and
gave him some much-necded Informa-
tion,"'—Washington Star.

Both In the Same Rox.

A parson who occasionally preaches
in South London arrived to take the
place of the vicar, who had been called
awny on account of some family be-
reavementand found an old and rather
asthmatic lady struggling up the steps
which led to the front door. He cour-
teously gave her his arm to assist her
and when they reached the top the
dame asked him if he knew who was
going to preach. “Mr. So-and-So," re-
plied the parson, giving his own name,
“Oh, dear me,” exclaimed the old lady;
“pelp me down again, if you please;
I'd rather listen to the groaning and
creaking of & windmill than sit under
him,” and she prepared to descend. The
parson gently assisted her downstairs
and sightully remarked as he bade her
good-by: “I wouldn't go in, either, it 1
weren't the preacher.”

New Method of Lighting Tunoels.

A new method of lighting tunnels is
about to be adopted In one constructed
in Paris for an electric road. Electric
lamps will be turned on automatically
as the train enters the tunnel and cut
off automatically as it emerges The
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Township Sugar Mill Bonds De-
clared Invalid,

KNOCKED OUT ON DEMURRER,

Topeka, Feb, 17.—United States Dis-
triet Judge Hook in declaring invalid
the bonds which were issued by
Mission township as a bonus for the

!pugar mill which was crected west of

the city severnl years ago, usuaily
known as the sugar mill bonds, may
be far-reaching in its effect.

The bonds were knocked oul ona
demurrer, The original issue was for
810,000, and they are not yet due, but
the township defaulted the interest on
them. W. 8. Dodge, of Cleveland,
Ohio, the present holder of the bonds,
brought suit in the federal court ta
pollect the defanlted interest. That
was before Attorney General Godard
was elected to his present office, and
he was employed by the township to
defend the suit. He filed a demurrer
to the petition in the suit, claiming
that the sugar mill was not such a
public enterprise as could be aided by
voting bonds for it as the bonds had te
be paid with a tax levy.

Judge Hook took this view of the
case, stating that the law under which
the bonds were issued allowed the mill
owners to compel contracts for grown
ing cane to be made before the cane
was planted, otherwise the mill was
not compelled to use it when offered.
Judge Hook held that to be a public
enterprise the millwould have to grind
all the sugar cane brought toit for
grinding. As it was not compelled ta
do this it was not a public enterprise,
and therefore not entitled to public
aid.

The attorneys for the plaintiff will
rest their case on the decision on the
demurrer and will take the case to the
United States court of appeals on that
decision.

This decision may affect many other
bonds now outstanding in the state.
Cities and townships voted bonds to
nid all kinds of enterprises during the
boom times, Many of these will come
under the head of private enterprises
and probably ean be declared invalid
under Judge Hook's decision, unless
the federal court of appeals reverses
him.

¥or I'rotection of Treaty Rights,

Washington, Feb, 10.—The senate
gommittes on foreign relations anthor
§zed a favorable report on the bill pro-
viding for the punishment of violations
of the treaty rights of allens. The
bill authorizes proecedings in the Uni-
ted States courts in cases of assaults
upon aliens.  Mr, Foraker, in his re.
port, places the motive for the bill in
the ignorance of foreign governments
concerting our internal affalrs, He
urges the wisdom of conferring juris-
dietion upon the United States courts
and says that to do so will not inter-
fere with the jurisdiction of the stite
sourts.

1t seems obvious,” says the report,
“that the government of the United
dtates should be in a situation to en-
foree its treaty stipulations and accord
the protection to aliens which it guar

antees.”

Floods in Greal Britain,

London, Feb, 10 —Rains and arapid
thaw have cansed many rivers to over-
flow and there are unprecedentod
floods in various parts of the United
Kingdom. Several provineial towns
are inundated, great damnge has been
done to farms, hundreds of sheep and
other livestock have been drowned,
and much of the railroad tralfic is sus-

pended.

e i——
Excluded From Parlor Car

Kansas City, Mo., Feb. 1%.—Mon
Fung Young, a Chinese doctor, was
awarded $3,937 by a jury in the eirenit
eourt in a verdict against the Kansas
City, St. Joseph and Council Bluffs
railway, becaunse a negro porter of the
railway company wouald not permit
him to ride in the parlor car of the
‘train.

Young sued for §20,000 damages.

Ceoal to Go Higher.

Pittsburg, P'a., Feb. 17.—The price
of coal in Pittsburg and vicinity will
be advanced from 23 to 60 per cent,
dating from Aprill. The many rumors
{to this effect were confirmed by Colonel
W. P. Rend, the millionsire operator
lof Chicago and prominent stockholder
in the local coal combine. He says the
advanoce is brought about, first, by the
advance in wages to miners; second,
by what he considers the ridiculously
fow prices which have alwags prevailed
here. The Colonel says also that the
icoal famine in the East and in Europe
makes it bard for operators East and
West to fill orders.

Demand for Ameriean Coal.
Washington, Feb. 19,—The repre
sentatives of the state department iz
il manufacturing countries of Europe
have transmitted accounts of the ime
dustrial distress that has resulted from
the heavy increase of price of coal in

and now Ambsssador Draper,
at Rome, thinks the situstion in Italy
is worthy the attention of coal mining

enterprises in the United States. His
communieation points to the fact that
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A woman is & labor-saving devie
pile up wood for a man to saw.
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A man never fully realizes the wone
derful patience his wife has until he
gots sick and has to be waited upon.

The liberal offer made by the T. M.
Roberts Supply House of Minn
Minn., should be of interest to our
readers. In addition to the best bar-
gain ever offered In seeds they glve &
high grade kalfe free of chargs with
each purchase. The firm is thorough-
ly reliable.

When a school teacher bakes a cake,
everybody wants to taste it.

Piso's Cure for Consumption is the ola
eough medioino used o my bouse,—D,
Albright, Mifflinburg, Pa., Dec. 11, W,

Some people are too stingy to pay
storage on their souls.

T0O CURE A COLD IN ONE DAY,
Take Laxauve Bromo Quinine Tablets. All
druggists refund the money if It falls to oure.
o, E. W, Grove's slgustune on each box.

An egotist is n man who thinks hime
self better than his neighbors,

The Largest in the World,
Walter Puker & Co, Lid.. Dorchester, Nm
the Inrgest Mire of Codon ud Chocolave (s the "

A fool speaks without, reflecting and
& mirvor reflects without speaking.
Mra. W!ns:nw'l.s;ihl;'—!m
For chlldren trething, gofiens (be gums, redoces in
Hasumiacton, sllays pain, cures wind colle. o & bottis
Any woman is worth her weight in
gold—so she thinls
SUCCESS FOR THE DAIRY.
To seoure the best resolts in the care of
milk and butter. attention must be given
desails, The milking must be
done, nod all vessels used must be kep!
scrupulona'y clean by woshing m i
and night in Lot water with Ivory Soap,:
thon rinsing well in cold water and setting

out to alr and suo,
ELIZA R. PARKER.

The cigar is as respectuble as the
corset,

THE Pleasantest, most powerful, sffective
and never falline REMEDY for

Rheumatism {5

LA GRIPPE and CATARRH!

If all knew what thousands

know of the efficacy of **&
T M DHROPS” as a Curative as
well as a Preventive of any Ache or
Pain known to the human body, thers
would not be a family in all America
without a bottle of 5 DROPS!" Send
for trial bottle, 256¢, or large bottle, con-
taining 300 doses, £1.00, 6 bottles for €5.

SWANSON RHEUMATIC CURE CO.
160-104 E. Lake St., Chlcago, 1L

Elevator Slokness,

Physiclans have discovered a new
and distinet modern allment, which
they call elevator sickness, It Is as-
gorted by reputable medical men that
the large Increase in the mumber of
cases of brain fever and nervous dis-
orders s dus in no insignificant degree
to the extenslon of the elevator sys-
tem. Most people feel a sensatlon as
if they were falling when going down
in a rapldly moving "lift,” and the
constant repetition of this seemingly
glight dizziness induces chronic head-
ache or other nerve disorders, and even
leads to brain fever In some instances.
Those who habitually ride up and
down six or elght stories two or three
times a day almost invariably becoms
a prey to some form of nervous trou-
Lle,

Odil Cure for Hhoumntism.

The lutest form of massage employed
in Germany in the treatment of rheu-
matic finger joints conslats In thrust-
ing the hand into 8 deep glass partial-
1y filled with mercury and dipping and
raising it about thirty times at each

treatment,

S100 eward 8100,

The readers of this paper will be pleased to
learn that there Is it least one dreaded disease
that scjenee has heen nble to cure in nll ita
strgres, nud that is Citarrh. Hall's Catarrh
Cure |8 the only posltive cum now known to the
medien) fraternity.  Catirrh bolng & oconstita=
tional disease, pequires a constitutional treat-
ment.  Hall's Catarrh Cure Is taken Internally,
neting directly npon the Dlood ane) mocous sur-
fuces of the systom, theémby destroyiug the
tonudation of the disense, and giving the pationt
strength by bullding up the constitution and
pesisting ndture in dolog its work The pro-
prietors have go much faith in its curntivo
powers that they nfer One Hundrod Dollars for
any cuse that it fails tooure. Send for list of
Testimoninls

Address F. J. CHENEY & CO., Toledo, O
Sold by drugglsts 7He

Hall's Fumily Pills are the bost

Whenever the demand for kisses ex
ceeds the supply & young man is sl
ways anxious to establish a balance of
trade.

Duty on & Mouse

Uncle Sam is & stern stickler for
form, and the amount of red taps em=
ployed in the custom house is reaily
remarkable. It was demonstrated the
other day that mot even & tiny mouse
can creep into our domalns from for-
elgn shores without paylng duty, says
the Philadelphia Record. A gentles
man returning from Eurcpe brought
with bim s pet white mouse, of which

lets” was assessed at 20 per ocent,
which so enraged its owner that he
vigorously protested. The case WiS
board of
general ppp!

Tacge margin of profit is now offered | o

1 e
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he had grown very fond His “mouse-
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